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Upcoming Events

Join us at the Earth Day Festival in Alameda
Park on Sunday April 19, 2009!

Oly Chadmar - an LA-area development company —
recently brought plans before the Goleta Planning
Commission to develop over 100 residential units
on open space next to the Sperling Ellwood Mesa
Preserve. This area contains wetlands, grasslands,
the Devereux Creek, and habitat for a wide array of
birds of prey. Current City rules require that
Devereux Creek must be protected from the
development with a 100ft “creek buffeie cannot

let there be exception to this rul€reek buffers
filter pollution from runoff and protect creeks,
sloughs, and the ocean downstream from
contaminants such as fertilizers, pesticides, od a
waste. This development would have a direct
negative impact on the habitat, flora and fauna of
Coal Oil Point Reserve. We plan to submit
comments to the city council about this issue.

Shorelines & Watersheds (S&W) is a 501 (c)(3) non

P.O. Box 80423 — Goleta, CA 93118
Phone 805-284-8579

Nicole Cerra represented S&W at a Goleta City
Council meeting in January to discuss Western
Snowy Plover protection on Ellwood beach. The
Santa Barbara Sound took notice, and wrote a front
page article about this issue. Snowy Plovers are a
federally protected species. In 2005, the Californi
Coastal Commission mandated that the City of
Goleta impose restrictions to protect Snowy Plover
habitat on Ellwood beach. These restrictions were
part of a Coastal Development permit issued to the
City. However, the City has taken little action to
protect Plovers. Off leash dogs and people disturb
habitat that the Fish and Wildlife Service has
designated as critical. To view the complete agticl
visit:
http://www.thedailysound.com/020509plover2009-
02-04T23-48-07

It is mid-February 2009, and we are in the start of
the breeding season of the Western Snowy Plover.
While we still have most of our wintering
population on Sands Beach at the Coal Oil Point
Natural Reserve in Goleta, CA, several of the
Snowies have been separating themselves from the
group, making scrapes in the sand in search of
mates and in preparation of nests for the seasbon. A
Goleta we usually have nests from mid-March
through mid-August, with chicks hatching anytime
from mid-April through mid-August, and chicks on
the beach until Sept. 30 before they fledge.
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We are entering a busy time for the birds, as they
nest, lay eggs, watch over them for the 28 days of
gestation, and then run after the chicks for the 28
days until fledging, and then starting over. Some
females can have two to three successive nestings i
one season, leaving the male to raise the chitks af
each hatching. But that's when everything runs
smoothly—and that doesn’t always happen.

From the docent chair at the eastern end of the
exclosure we docents have a rare opportunity to
watch a nesting site up close. Every year (at limast
my last three nesting seasons) a pair of Snowigs ha
decided to nest right by the eastern end fenceléNhi
it doesn’'t seem like an ideal spot for an undistdrb
nest, it HAS been a productive site. And one with
stories.

H 208

Docent Chair

Fence

In my first docent season 4 years ago, a pair had a
nest on the rocky hill behind the first dunes (2806
on map). It was incredibly hard to see the birdeonc
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she was on her nest, and even with a metal cage
around it, few people knew she was there.
Unfortunately, the metal cage— which was being
used to protect the nest from skunks eating the
eggs—attracted the attention of a Great Horned
Owl. In one night, within a week of hatching, the
owl got 8 adults from 5 or 6 nests, leaving one
parent on some nests, and no parents on othess. Cri
Sandoval, the Reserve director, fostered the
parentless eggs into other nests, and our female at
nest A continued to sit on her nest alone, witheout
mate. She hatched them out one Saturday, while my
son and | were docenting, and we were thrilled to
watch the chicks falling backwards over their feet,
and following the parent around. She fledged all
three that year—a rare feat for a lone female, as
usually the male rears the chicks to fledging. A
picture of them on their first day is below.

2006 “A” Parent and 3 chicks  © callie Bowdish

In 2007, a female (the same?) gave us quite a nice
opportunity to show people her nest with the

spotting scope...it was on the front of the dunes
within 10 feet of the end of the rope. She was also
the first bird | saw on a wooden egg—necessary

...continued on page 3

profit organization based in Goleta, CA
contact@shorelin  esandwatersheds.org

http://www.shorelinesandwatersh

eds.org



S horelines &\A[étersheds

because of egg predation while we incubated her ran in the surf line, and in the wrack area, thiekch

real eggs— but she also fledged her chicks. not caring a bit as people constantly walked by. As
docents we had a great time pointing them out to
people, and a nervous time shepherding people
away from them as the family hung out around the 5

2008 was a traumatic year for all our Snowies, as
their nests were repeatedly predated by skunks that
ate their eggs. The pair at the east end were no _ )
exception, but they persevered. They had three nest yard pole line area. The pair fledged all three
sites in 2008: one at “2008 C”, one at “2008D” and chicks...which is a higher success rate than usual on
the final one at “2008E”. Nest C was predated after our beach.

our putting out a chick and two eggs that were
hatching...nothing was seen of them after that
night. We had taken the eggs to the incubator weeks
earlier upon skunks eating eggs on other nests, and
had hoped to keep the eggs safe in that way.

But the pair persevered. Within a week they had a
new nest site...at the top of the dune where the male
had done most of his sentry duty for the first nest
This time we left the eggs, because of questions
with the incubator. They lasted three weeks, and
then the skunks struck again. Nothing left but gkun
footprints and scuffled sand. The Snowy pair again Final 2008 Nest E  © Pat Walker

looked around. The male made scrapes at the back \ye've often wondered why a pair always chooses
of the dunes, the front of the dunes, and within 20 he far east end to nest. We've also wonderedisf it
feet all around of the™ nest. Finally | found they one of our nursery releases, less wary of humans.
had made a new nest at "2008 E, not far from the  \yhatever the reason, it makes it fun to be a docent

nd - . .
27 nest. This time we were taking no chances on g the beach, and watch for our closest pair. Keep
the eggs, we had a new incubator, and the eggs were gye out...a docent will point them out if they turn
gathered as soon as the clutch was finished—three up again this year!

eggs. As they lay safe and warm in the incubator on
the bluff, the pair traded off sitting on their ¢er

wooden eggs. Finally the day came when the eggs
were about to hatch and they were returned to the
nest. They hatched successfully, and the parents
spent the next 28 days guarding the chicks as they

Remember though...nests are very hard to see, even
when you know they are there. Don’'t go into the
fenced area! Nests can be anywhere, even within
the last high tide line, and only the nest monitars

the Director should go into the nesting area.
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The Snowy Plover Recovery Project was initiated in
1999 and is located at Coal Oil Point Reserve
(COPR). The reserve is located just 10 miles north
of Santa Barbara, and is part of the University of
California Natural Reserve System.

Snowy Plover Nest © Callie Bowdish

Snowy Plovers were listed as a threatened specie
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 1993. By
1999, 3 km of COPR coast was designated as par
of their critical habitat. Since then, a successful
docent program has been initiated with the
responsibility of public education and protectidn o
the Snowy Plover habitat.

Public support has been critical to our effort, asd

a result of successful management of the reserve
COPR has become one of the Ilargest
nesting/wintering populations of Snowy Plovers
anywhere. We hope you will join us in our
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conservation efforts and look forward to seeing you
at the reserve!

To adopt-a-nest, please donate $30. Checks should
be made payable to Shorelines and Watersheds,
P.O. Box 80423 Goleta, CA 93118. When you
adopt a nest, your funds will go directly to hefpin
feed and raise newly-hatched Snowy Plover chicks
at Coal Oil Point Reserve. Specifically, your much
needed assistance will go toward the collection and
purchase of sand hoppers and meal worms, as well
as toward maintenance of nurseries and the overall
nest protection effort. We will keep you updated on
your nest throughout the breeding season!

&' |
Tours of Coal Oil Point Reservare the first
Saturday of each month from 2:00pm —
4:15pm. Reservations for tours are required.

Please contact the Program Coordinator at
(805) 893-5092.

o Sat. March 7, April 4, and May 2

Lecture Seriesare held the'8 Thursday of each
month from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm.

0 Thurs. March 19, April 16, and May 21

Come join us at th8outh Coast Earth Day
Festivalon Sunday, April 18 from 10 am to
5:30 pm in Alameda Park, Santa Barbara.
The event is organized by the Community
Environmental Council.

Visit us atwww.shorelinesandwatersheds.org
for an updated list of current events.
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